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education," he negatived the idea that it would be a final solution
for all the problems of national education.
The Education Act of 1944 is officially designated "An Act to
reform, i.e. to reshape, the law relating to education in England and
Wales." Thus its avowed aim is that of a complete overhaul and
the creation of a national policy in education. In Part I of the
Act the deficiencies of the Board of Education are remedied. The
department is raised in status to that of a Ministry and its head is
the Minister of Education, "whose duty it shall be to promote the
education of the people of England and Wales and the progressive
development of institutions devoted to that purpose, and to secure
the effective execution by local authorities, under his control and
direction, of the national policy for providing a varied and compre-
hensive educational service in every area." The term "promote"
emphasises that the initiative comes from the Ministry.
The appointment of the Parliamentary Secretary and other
officers of the Ministry is in the hands of the Minister, who has
the power of fixing their remuneration subject to the consent of
the Treasury. The Consultative Committee has disappeared, and
in its place there are two Central Advisory Councils for Educa-
tion, one for England and the other for Wales. The chairman
and members are appointed by the Minister and he also nominates
an official of the Ministry to be secretary of each Council. Each
Council includes persons who have had experience of the statutory
system of public education and persons who have had experience
of educational institutions outside the State system. The latter
members may be drawn from the public schools, universities, the
professions, commerce or industry, or any other aspect of national
life as the Minister thinks fit. The use of the term "persons"
indicates that both men and women may be members. The term
of office and retirement of members are regulated by the Minister,
and the conduct and procedure of meetings are determined by the
Council. The Consultative Committee could advise only on matters
referred to it, but the new "Councils are not so restricted. They
have the duty of advising the Minister upon matters concerned with
the theory and practice of education as they think fit. In other
words, while administration is the concern of the Ministry, the
Advisory Councils give advice upon the actual content of educa-
tion. This new departure approximates closely to the recommenda-
tions of the Bryce Commission.